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visit www.thefalls.org
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RESOLUTION 
by Glidden 

 
Approving and ranking the 2018 Capital Budget requests and submitting requests to the 
Commissioner of Management and Budget. 
 
Whereas, the City of Minneapolis participates in Minnesota Management and Budget’s (MMB) biennial 
process for reviewing state capital investment requests; and 

Whereas, submitting preliminary project information is a vital component of the state capital 
investment process, and provides needed background to the Governor and Legislators in determining 
state investments; and 

Whereas, the City of Minneapolis will seek state funding in 2018 for capital improvements for city 
projects; and 

Whereas, Minnesota Management and Budget (MMB) requests preliminary capital budget requests by 
June 16, 2017, for the 2018 State capital budget preparations; and 

Whereas, City of Minneapolis staff have consulted with city staff, reviewed previous requests, and 
consulted with partners to determine appropriate projects for this process; and 

Whereas, this resolution reflects the priorities recommended to be submitted to MMB for consideration 
in the 2018 state capital investment process; 

Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved by The City Council of The City of Minneapolis supports these bonding 
projects for the 2018 legislative session. 
 
Be it Further Resolved that the following capital investment projects are submitted to the Minnesota 
Management and Budget Office and that the projects are prioritized as follows: 
 

1. Upper Harbor Terminal Redevelopment = $14.0 million 
2. Emergency Operations and Training Facility: Phase II = $2.5 million 
3. Central City Storm Tunnel Rehabilitation = $19.0 million 
4. Upper St. Anthony Falls Lock Redevelopment = $1.5 million 

 
Be it Further Resolved that Minneapolis Intergovernmental Relations Department staff is directed to 
properly file these requests for funding with the Minnesota Management and Budget office. 
 

2018 State Bonds: Resolutions by MPRB & the City of Minneapolis 

The Falls:
A Visitor & Interpretive Center for the 
Upper Lock
Image courtesy of Northern Spark
“Surface” by Aaron Dysart 
Illuminate the Lock” is a program of  Mississippi Park Connection
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A Coalition for the Upper Lock as a Major Destination
On June 2, 2017, representatives from the following organizations convened at a 
coalition building meeting about re-purposing the Upper St. Anthony Falls Lock.

 
City of Minneapolis

Downtown Minneapolis Neighborhood Association
East Town Business Partnership

Friends of the Lock & Dam
Friends of the Mississippi River

Friends of the Riverfront
Marcy-Holmes Neighborhood Association

Meet Minneapolis
Metropolitan Council

Mill City Museum
Minneapolis Downtown Council/DID

Minneapolis Park Foundation

Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board
Minneapolis Riverfront Partnership

Minnesota Historical Society
Mississippi Park Connection

Mississippi Watershed Management Organization
National Parks Conservation Association

National Park Service
Science Museum of Minnesota
St. Anthony Falls Laboratory

Target Corporation
University of Minnesota

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Wilderness Inquiry
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Coalition Statement

The following coalition statement was supported by a unanimous show of hands 
at the conclusion of the June 2 meeting, and is now making the rounds for 

endorsement by organizational leadership boards in preparation for marketing the 
project with supportive logos when the website is launched:

We support the St. Anthony Falls Upper Lock as the 
centerpiece of an iconic civic and cultural destination, 

reflective of our shared history, for the use and 
enjoyment of all.  
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A Coalition for the Upper Lock as a Major Destination
On November 2, 2017, a second coalition meeting was convened. 21 organizations 

were present for a poster session and 40 people participated in a programming 
workshop considering the Lock in the context of the Central and Upper Riverfront.
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First Avenue’s Outdoor Concert Venue
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MPLS
PARKS &

RECREATION 
BOARD

MPLS PARK 
FOUNDATION

CITY OF 
MPLS

Central Mississippi Riverfront 
Regional Master Plan
RiverFirst Initiative
Water Works Park

MNRRA/
NATIONAL 

PARK
SERVICE

MISSISSIPPI PARK 
CONNECTION

ST.ANTHONY 
FALLS 

HERITAGE 
BOARD

Power of the Falls
Changing Relationship to 
Power of the Falls: West 
Bank

BUSINESS
& TOURISM
ENTITIES

Destination 2030    
(Meet Minneapolis)
Downtown 2025   
(Downtown Council)

Mississippi/Minneapolis Plan
Historic Mills District Plan
Downtown Public Realm Framework 
(Pathways to Places)
Minneapolis Plan for Sustainable 
Growth

MNRRA Comprehensive 
Management Plan
Transforming the Lock 
(NPCA)

SUPPORTING PLANS & INITIATIVES BY MAJOR STAKEHOLDER ORGANIZATIONS
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DESTINATION 
TRANSFORMATION 2030

POWER OF THE FALLS
CENTRAL RIVERFRONT 

MASTER PLAN
DOWNTOWN 2025

MEET MINNEAPOLIS
MINNEAPOLIS 

DOWNTOWN COUNCIL
MINNEAPOLIS PARK & 
RECREATION BOARD

ST. ANTHONY FALLS 
HERITAGE BOARD
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About Friends of the Lock & Dam
• Organizational Mission: 

“Re-purpose the Upper St. Anthony Falls Lock to a world class 
destination visitor and interpretive center, consistent with the 

Central Riverfront Regional Park Master Plan and fully integrated 
with the Water Works/RiverFirst Initiative.”

• Local 501(c)3 public nonprofit
• Incorporated by interested citizens in February 2016
• Annual operating budget of $400,000
• $5 million already raised for implementation; committed to continued private 

fundraising
• 9-Member Board of Directors embodying years of commitment to public 

interest and the future of the Riverfront 
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  Board Members
• Paul Reyelts, Pres., Treas.
• Mark Wilson, Vice Pres
• Tom Fisher, Vice Pres
• Lisa Hondros, Secretary
• Kjersti Monson, Mngr
• Edna Brazaitis, Member
• Peter Gove, Member
• Kit Richardson, Member
• John Koepke, Member

WATER WORKS

RIVERFRONT 
ADVOCACY

RIVERFIRST

DESTINATION 
TRANSFORMATION 

2030

DTWN PUBLIC 
REALM FRAMEWORK

NATIONAL PARKS 
ADVOCACY

POWER OF THE 
FALLS

DEVELOPMENT 
EXPERTISE

TRANSFORMING 
THE LOCK

TRUST FOR
PUBLIC LAND

GOLD MEDAL PARK 
CONSERVANCY

DOWNTOWN 
COUNCIL

FRIENDS OF THE 
MISSISSIPPI RIVER

MEET MPLS/TMP 

ST.ANTHONY FALLS 
HERITAGE BOARD

MPLS PARK 
FOUNDATION

FRIENDS OF THE 
RIVERFRONT

NPCA MIDWEST 
COUNCIL

DOWNTOWN 2025

AMERICAN INDIAN
PERSPECTIVE

UNIVERSITY OF 
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Government
Organizations
Cultural Stakeholders
CitizensAdopted Plan Directives

Coalition Insights
Operator/Tenant Needs

Site Conditions
Private
Public

Disposition & Feasibility
Due Diligence 

Terms & Agreements
ProForma/Bus. Plan
Operating Agreements
Roles & Responsibilities

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT

PROGRAM, PRESERVATION & DESIGN

FUNDING

SITE CONTROL/PRE-DEVELOPMENT

MANAGEMENT & OPERATIONS

COALITION COMMITTEES WILL BEGIN WORK AT THE END OF 2017
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Consultants Contributing to Implementation Activities
• Husch Blackwell, Washington D.C. (Jim Hoecker, Senior Counsel, former Chair of 

FERC) - FERC Intervention (prepared successful Motion to Intervene)
• Advantus Strategies, Washington D.C. (John Paul Woodley, former Assistant 

Secretary of the Army, Civil Works) - USACE & Congressional strategy
• VJAA, Minneapolis MN (Vince James, lead) - design issues
• 106 Group, Minneapolis, MN (Ann Ketz, lead) - heritage preservation issues 

(prepared a 40 page study that went to FERC)
• Kimley-Horn, Minneapolis, MN (Greg Brown, lead) - traffic impacts analysis
• Mortenson, Minneapolis, MN (Brad Kruse, lead) - cost & construction issues
• Herman Real Estate Advisors, Minneapolis, MN (John Herman, lead) - 

development, public finance & regulatory approvals
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Friends of the Riverfront
P.O. Box 580545, Minneapolis, MN  55458-0545

! Tel: 612.379.2662    ednab@mac.com

November 2, 2016

Honorable Kimberly D. Bose, Secretary
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
888 First Street NE
Washington, DC  20426

Via Electronic Filing

Re:   Draft Environmental Assessment (EA) for Crown Hydro
 Docket Nos. P-11175-000, P-11175-024, P-11175-025 

Dear Ms. Bose:

Friends of the Riverfront “Friends” is a community based Minnesota non-profit whose mission is to protect 
and enhance the natural, cultural, and historical resources of the Central Mississippi Riverfront Regional Park  
of which St Anthony Falls is the centerpiece.  Friends is a timely intervenor in this matter 1.  

FERC carries a important responsibility to insure that accurate and objective information is developed for 
environmental review and that it is provided to decision makers before a license is issued.  In this case, the 
team of FERC staff that worked on the EA had to be challenged with a record going back to 1991 which 
intertwined with a number of other projects in the immediate area.  

We ask staff to double back and take a second look at the important issues dealing with water and flow and 
the important issue of balance.  At the 5700 cfs point during daylight at certain months of the years where 
the proposed 100 cfs low flow is triggered, only about 1.7% of the water2 is allowed to flow over the Falls 
for the benefit of the pubic. During nights and winter 0% is set aside.  This is not balanced.

It is undeniable that the Crown project along with the cumulative impact of the other projects in the area 
will divert water away from the cascade and have the cumulative potential to “dry up the Falls”.   Thus we 
believe that the Crown license is major federal action significantly affecting the quality of the human 
environment and an EIS is mandated by law.   

1 FERC’s rules -- provide that if the day to respond falls on a weekend that the time to respond is extended to the next 
business day.  Thus Friend’s filing on Monday, August 31st, met the 30 day filing deadline as the 30th day, August 29th, 
was on a Saturday

2 At 5700 cfs for these users -- Xcel 4500, Crown 1000 and A-Mill 200

S A F A
S T .  A N T H O N Y  F A L L S
A L L I A N C E

“We support the St. Anthony Falls Upper Lock as the 
centerpiece of an iconic civic & cultural destination, reflective of 

our shared history, for the use & enjoyment of all.”
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The St. Anthony Falls Upper Lock will be an iconic civic and cultural 
destination on the Mississippi River. It is projected to be a destination for 

millions of visitors to the riverfront district annually. 


